Filling the
Gaps to
Advance
Early Literacy
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Why Literacy?

* the 21st Century skill
* the “4 Cs” of 21st Century education

critical thinking
communhnication
collaboration
creativity

* the demand for high standards
of reading/writing proficiencies
required by today’s society



Reading — the Connection to
Academic and Vocational Success

3 r d reading levels
Grade e
predictors of:
* Ninth grade course performance

* High school graduation
* College attendance




Early
Literacy
Building
Blocks

Early
language
abilities
are
directly
related
to later
reading
abilities



Language Matters — Amount

Preschoolers whose parents read to them,
tell stories, and sing songs tend to develop larger vocabularies,
become better readers, and perform better in school.

Amount and diversity of verbal stimulation

fosters early and rich language outcomes -



Early Literacy Gaps

 Disparities in language development emerge In
Infancy and widen in toddlerhood

* Low income children entering kindergarten are
typically 12-14 months below national norms in
language and pre-reading skills

* Nearly 40% of incoming kindergartners nationwide
enter school without the basic language skills they
need to learn to read




Overview
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MISSION: Read On Arizona is a statewide public/private partnership of agencies,
foundations and community stakeholders who are committed to a collaborative

approach to improving language and literacy outcomes for Arizona’s children from
birth to age eight.
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A model early literacy continuum (Birth to age 8)

The right program at the right time for every child

Language-rich .
: Ongoing : :

M Camicuia | | assessments buding supports
coordinated ‘ anc! ‘ models ‘ focused on
for impact ZZrSZﬂlngs (professional language
(quality/dosag Y development) and literacy

&) possible

Outcome Goal: 3" grade reading proficiency
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SOLUTION: An Early Literacy Continuum

Building the continuum:

» Alignment of key stakeholders (cross sector engagement)
* Framework for collaboration (process/gap analysis/plan)

* Momentum to achieve results
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Visionary Community Goals

* Increase the % of students reading at or above grade level
by 34 grade to 100%.

* Increase the % of children demonstrating school readiness
at kindergarten entry in the language and literacy domain.

* Drive change through capacity building, group solutions,
continuous instructional improvement, and integrated systems.

So that every child

enters kindergarten ready for school success
and stays on track for college and career success. \
\

Reab On

ARIZONA

2



Collaborative Partners

Achievement Learning

Advocacy and Communication, Inc.
America Reads

Arizona Academy of American Pediatrics
Arizona Association Education of Young Children
Arizona Board of Education

Arizona Business Education Coalition
Arizona Center for Afterschool Excellence
Arizona Charter Schools Association
Arizona Community Foundation

Arizona Department of Education
Arizona K-12 Center

Arizona Literacy and Learning Center
AZ PTA

Arizona Ready Education Council
Arizona State Library

ASU, Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College
Association for Supportive Childcare
ATI Online

AZ K-12 Center

Bookpals

Boys and Girls Club

BUILD Arizona

Catholic Charities

Central Arizona College

Chicanos Por La Causa

Children’s Action Alliance

Childsplay

The Children’s Museum of Phoenix

City of Buckeye

City of Chandler

City of Flagstaff
City of Goodyear
City of Mesa, Mayor Smith’s Office

City of Phoenix, Mayor Greg Stanton’s Office

City of Scottsdale

City of Tempe

City of Tucson, Mayor Rothchild’s Office
Cochise County Office of Education
Educare Arizona

Eight, Arizona PBS

Expect More Arizona

Experience Corp., AARP

Experience Matters

First Book

First Things First Regional Councils
Flinn Foundation

Governor’s Office of Education Innovation
Grand Canyon University

Greater Phoenix Economic Council
Greater Phoenix Leadership

Greater Phoenix Management Educational
Council

Head Start State Collaboration Office
Helios Education Foundation
International Dyslexia Association-AZ
Jumpstart

KPMG

Lakeshore Learning

Literacy Connects

Make Way For Books

Maricopa County Head Start
Maricona Countv | ibrarv

Mesa Community College

National Center for Family Literacy
Northern Arizona University, College of Education
Parent Teacher Association of Arizona
Paradise Valley Community College
Parents Education Network- Phoenix
Pascuay Aqui Community Library
Phoenix Public Library

Pima Community College

Raising A Reader

Raising Special Kids

Reach Out and Read Arizona

Reading Is Fundamental

Rodel Foundation

Sanford Inspire Program

Santa Cruz County Office of Education
Southwest Human Development
Southwest Institute for Families and Children
Stand For Children

Target

Town Globe

Town of Miami

Town of Payson, Star Valley, Pine, Strawberry,
Tonto Basin, and Young

Toyota Family Literacy Program

United Way of Northern Arizona

United Way of Tucson/Southern Arizona
United Way of Yuma County

University of Arizona, College of Education
Valley of the Sun United Way

Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

And more



Challenges / Solutions

« Lack of information on critical factors prevents solutions.
- Data Integration and system linkages

 Lack of communication and coordination between efforts
« Read On Cities Network- a collaborative effort in each
community to fill the literacy gaps

 Insufficient access to programs that work
« Continuum of effective practices

« Too little awareness and attention given to early literacy

« Community awareness and engagement
AL
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Statewide 10-year Literacy Action Plan

« Ongoing introduction of evidence based practices

Building a community of practice between regions

« National recognition of statewide model

Assistance- Move On When Reading Literacy Plans
* Launched ReadOnArizona.org
« Early Literacy Guide for Families

 Summer Reading Collaborative

- Data Integration pilot §*A
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Statewide Collaborative - Resources
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Connect with Your Child through READING!

50 FUN IDEAS
ﬁ Make Your Own Story

ﬁ Reading Journal
book or

Help your child keep a journal of ook at the pictures
nclude agazine together Try to make up
y using the pictures,

at books he o she
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At Home with the Gnome

Word Games for Everyone

Lead by example
mind by doing crossword pu
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games as a family to
develop vocabulary skills
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http://readonarizona.org/summer-reading-program/

Bringing Early Literacy Into Focus (statewide)

Early Literacy Guide for Families (available in English

Early Literacy (ages 0-2)

Emerging Literacy (ages 3-4)

Young Readers (ages 5-8)

Move On When Reading
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Continuum of Effective

Literacy Practices
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Continuum Task Force

Key areas from birth through age 8:

« Approaches to learning and Literacy Instructional Practices
(school readiness, chronic absenteeism, out of school time
learning, etc.)

Professional Development focused on literacy

Family Engagement centered around literacy

Screening/Assessment involving literacy

Digital Literacy

 Transitions



Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices
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A Continuum of Effective e ara %o The Fouwr Lags of Emergant Litaracy

BUILDING BLOCKS TO BECOMING A READER
(BIRTH THROUGH THIRD GRADE)

S S - e e . Think of the four table legs represerted here as the four
PR — — components that form the foundation of ieracy. When al
= four components. &re in place, the table is n belarce. If one
L N
ﬁ. f‘g (- Aj s uneyen, the child's emergent liRemoy sKills are out of
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Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

Approaches to learning and Literacy Instructional Practices

Key Milestones for What a Child Should Know or Do Between
Indicators estatish te deveipmeneatencomans v BIFEH @and 36 Months

most children disoloy o a particular age for each learming.

ool Soen together, the indicatons show the progeession of development over Ume, That samd, it's mportant
0 remember that ol children develop ot a different pace and follow varied patierns of development. These
mileatones sre meant to be GUIDELINES for shilly children are working o0 of & gven stige

5 KEY COMPONENTS OF EARLY LITERACY BEHAVIORS FROM BIRTH TO 36 MONTHS:
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Interactive Shared Reading

Dialogic Reading—Having a Conversation While Reading
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Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

TECHNOLOGY AND INTERACTIVE MEDIA

What Adults
' Should Know

| Technology and

Interactive
Media to

Support Early
Literacy
Development
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Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

Professional Development
for Educators and Caregivers
 Focused on Early Literacy

* PD is only effective when the learning Is directly retated to children’s needs, based on data.

* PD oppartunities shoald be ongoing, connected, and part of a long-term improvement péan.

* PD shouid address all students’ needs, particularly those students who are at risk for later
difficuities.

* Educators need support as they take new ldeas from learning Into actual practice.

* Educators need leaming communities to support ongoing implementation Issues.

= PD sessions need to be Interactive, with time for collaboration, reflection, and actionable
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Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

Utilizing
Volunteers for
. Literacy Tutoring

) I Mg
an kel phalo Be stoolisd

e

Many components. Snd prachicss have been shown i maka
||'EE'I'EH"ET'HH'E mon2 suctasshul, and there are NUMEenIus
oppor tunities avallable to all peopie who INteract with
children. Key components for effective volunteer reading

tutoring programs to support language and iteracy
devedopmant In children birth to age B Include the Tiollowing.

Organizational Management Has clear organizational struciure and * Has 3 yearly project-specific work plan that

management that support student
SLICCESS

accurately reflects program gosls, sctivities,
and responsiiities

» Provides staff with oppartunitias for
professional and skill development a5 well as
perfomancs apalsals

Cultural Understanding Demonsirates culural competence and * Priortizes cuftural understanding to effectvedy

eirives for culiural responshveness

meet the diverse needs of all students
* Prioftizes salecting Staft and wiors wha are
culturally competent
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Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

F - | E Effective family engagement spans and reinforces
am' y ngage men leaming in the muitiple settings where children

learn—at home, in prekindergarten programs, in
school, in after-school programs, in faith-based institutions, and in the community. Engagement shouid
apply to any adult in a child’s life who has the responsibility for developing the child socially, mentally,
academically, and otherwise.

For children to thrive, families, caregivers, and educators must collaborate to build a support structure
that strengthens learning and healthy development inside and outside of home or school. The Family
Engagement continuum serves as a guide to establish sound research-based practices for effectively
engaging families in student leaming. These standards should be interpreted and customized to
appropriately suit every stage of the educational continuum.

AGES 3704 . e - ;2.,-. o §*A
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Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:
A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

Strong Transitions:

What Schools and

Families Ca.n Do to _

Address Child Readiness § *;
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Developing a Thriving Reader from the Early Years:

A Continuum of Effective Literacy Practices

Key Components of Effective Early Literacy Screening,
Assessment, and Progress Monitoring Tools

-Assessment is the process of gatheringinformation about BIFEN ThIro Ugh Agﬂ &

children from seweral forms of evidence, then organizing

and interpreting that information ... the basic process of finding out what the child knows and can do in
relation to their optimum development. With that knowledge, an appropriate plan for effective instructional
strategies to help them develop and leam can be identified, monitoring their progress along the way.”

— Basics of Assessment: A Pimer for Early Childhood Educators, NAEYC

KEY PRACTICES OF
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Arizona’s Early Literacy Landscape:
Painting the Data Picture

DATA SUMMARY

ARIZONA

When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives




Arizona Children Ages 0 - 5

546,609




Arizona Children Ages 0 - 5

546,609

.




Arizona: K - 12

1,840
public schools




Arizona Reading Achievement Scores

» 3 out of every 4 fourth graders in Arizona
cannot read proficiently, according to
national standards*.

« Only Nevada, Alaska and Washington, D.C. have
lower percentages.

* 85% of Arizona’s low-income children read
below proficiency.

* National Assessment of Educational Progress

ARIZONA



Arizona Students Eligible for Free or Reduced-Price
Lunch

57.4% of
students

eligible for
FRPL




Arizona Reading Achievement Scores

Percent of 41" Graders Below Proficient,
by Family Income

59%

of Students
Not Eligible for
Free or Reduced-
Price Lunch

National KIDS COUNT - 2011
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Data Integration and Systems Linkages:

Devising strategies for improvement through data integration, data-driven
decision making, research, and evidence-based solutions.

Population Results

Name Prior Period S:Irur:nt Change I;I:rsi;gecenl g::’r?ergfsntsf

] Snapshot: Community Snapshot

Snapshot: # of public school children ah N/A N/A N/A N/A

Snapshot: % of children on free and reduced lunch N/A N/A N/A N/A

Snapshot- High School grad rate N/A NIA N/A N/A

Snapshot: % of kids in full day kindergarten N/A NIA N/A N/A

Snapshot: Total Investment in Grade Level Reading N/A NIA N/A N/A
L] Ready: Children Enter School Ready to Learn

Ready: % of children fully ready ah N/A NIA N/A N/A

Ready: % of 3 year olds in accredited child care settings N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Ready: % of 4 year old, head start eligible kids who participate in head start N/A N/A N/A N/A
[£] Attend: All Children Attend School

Attend: Average Daily Attendance i N/A N/A N/A N/A

Attend: % of Children Chronically Absent (10% or more school days) & N/A N/A N/A N/A
[E] SLP: Al Children Participate in Summer Leamning Programs

SLP: % of youth K-3 participating in structured summer programs da N/A N/A N/A N/A

SLP: % of youth K-3 participating in programs with specific reading focus N/A N/A N/A NIA

SLP: % of youth in in summer library reading program N/A N/A N/A N/A
D Engaged: Families are Engaged in their Child's Leaming

Engaged: % of families with 2 children’s books in the house N/A N/A N/A N/A

Engaged: % of parents reading to their child at least 3 days per week N/A N/A N/A N/A

Engaged: % of parents that attend parent/teacher meetings N/A N/A N/A NIA

Engaged: % of parents that spend at least an hour per day talking with their child N/A N/A N/A NIA

a Healthy: All Children Are Healthy

Healthy: % pre-term births in the community (relative to all live births reported) N/A N/A N/A N/A



Data Integration and Systems Linkages:
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E;Zrthy: % children ages 0-8 having a "health home" or usual source of health N/A N/A N/A N/A
Healthy: % children who are suspended/expelled from preschool/Head Start N/A N/A N/A N/A
Healthy: # of emergency room visits for asthma for children 0-5, 5-8 N/A N/A N/A N/A
Healthy: % children (ages 5-11) with a dental visit in the past year N/A N/A N/A N/A
:rzaerthn?g I?é:dcihnilglrj?'r]] n(}gﬂ;a{?z;ﬁ;fghgg ::Ie;eive "Breakfast in the Classroom" and/or N/A N/A N/A N/A
D Reading: All Children Are Reading on Grade Level
Reading: % of Third Graders Reading on Grade Level F A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Reading: % of Second Graders Reading on Grade Level & N/A N/A N/A N/A
Reading: % of First Graders Reading on Grade Level s N/A N/A N/A N/A
Reading: % of Kindergarteners Reading on Grade Level adh N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Data Integration and Systems Linkages:

Possible Uses for Literacy Data Report:

FTF Regional Partnership Councils

Help guide program/services decisions

Community Libraries - Help identify needs of target populations
Local Read On Communities - Help identify gaps/needs in a community
Local School Districts - Help inform challenges to readiness factors

Local Childcare site - Help inform what programs to offer



Read On Communities Network

AL
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Winan fuuena Reass, Aloara Thereo

Read On Artrona 1s a public’private collaboration committed to bulding an early Ieracy
systemn that Improves knguage and Iteracy outcomas for Arzona's childen fram: birth
through aga aight—delvering tha right program at tha right Hime: to ewary child.
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Thank You

Questions?
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When Arizona Reads, Arizona Thrives

Contact: Terri Clark, Arizona Literacy Director
Email: tclark@readonarizona.org

Contact: Stephanie Willis, First Things First
Email: swillis@azftf.gov

Contact: Roopa lyer, First Things First
Email: riyer@azftf.gov
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